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and capture of Nasir Khan, the people, of Peshawar offered no resistance
to Nadir's forces.
Nadir remained for nearly four weeks at Peshawar ; whilst he was
there, he received the unwelcome news of the death of his brother Ibrahim
Khan at Kakh, in Shirvan, at the hands of the Lazgis of Jar and Tala,
Particulars of Ibrahim Khan's last campaign and of the manner in which
he met his end will be given in Chapter XVL
Before continuing on his way, Nadir dispatched a strong force to ravage
the country between Peshawar and the Indus and to construct a bridge
of boats over that river at Attock, On receiving word that this bridge
was completed,1 he left Peshawar on the 2$th Ramadan (6th January,
1739)* and had reached the further bank of the Indus with all his forces
by the 4th Shawwal (i jth January). From this point the Persian army
headed for Wazirabad, and crossed the Jhelum (which, like the other
rivers of the Panjab, was low at that season) without difficulty,3
Near the small fortress of Kunja Mazra,4 situated 12 miles N.W. of
Wazirabad, at a road-junction, the Persian advance was opposed by
5,000 to 6,000 men of the Lahore forces, under the command of Qalandar
Khan, but the Indians were driven back to the fortress, which was then
taken ; Qalandar Khan and many of his men were killed.
The Persian advance was then resumed, and the Chenab was crossed
in safety. The Persian army advanced upon, and sacked, Wazirabad
and it inflicted the same fate upon Yaminabad (Eminabad) and other places
on the line of march.5 The lot of the inhabitants of the Panjab was indeed
pitiable ; not only did they suffer severely at the hands of the invading
Persians, but they were also preyed upon by thousands of highway robbers
1 Daniel Mogini6 (S, H. Maubert c[e Gouvest), in his book L'lttustre Paisan (Lausanne, 1754),
p. 160, asserts that a French engineer named Bonal (who had, he says, joined Nadir at
Tiflis in 1735) constructed this bridge. Moginie's work, however, is so highly imaginative
in places that one hesitates to accept as correct any of his statements (such as this) which
are not corroborated by other authorities. Sir Alexander Burnes, in his Travels to Bokhara*
Vol. I, pp. 267-268, states that these floating bridges over the Indus could be completed in
from three to six days; such bridges could only be thrown across the Indus from November
to April.
* Anand Ram, fol, 166 (a). According to the Bombay edition of the T.N. (p. 197), Nadir left
Peshawar on the 1561 Ramadan; Anand Ram seems more likely to be correct, because
33 days appears rather an undue amount of time for his army to take to get fromPeshawar
to the further side of the Indus.
' T.N., p. 197-
*The text of the Ta'rikh-i-Nadiri is obscure here (p. 197); it gives the name of the fortress
as Kachha Mirza " on that (i.e. the east) side of the river of Wazirabad " (i.e. the Chenab).
No fortress called Kachha Mirza can be traced; Sir J, Sarkar, in a personal letter to me,
expresses the view that " Kachha Mirza " is a mistake for Kunja Mazra; as to the words
an taraf-i-ab-i-Wazirabad (" that side of the Wazirabad river ") he considers either that an
(" that") should read: in (" this "} or that the account was written at Delhi, when an taraf
("that side") would mean the western side of the Chenab. This explanation seems
better than the one which I had previously had in mind, namely that Kachha Mirza was
at a point somewhere near Kachha Sarai which, according to the Manazil-i-Fufab (fol. 8 (b)),
was 10 coss from Yaminabad, on the road to Wazirabad.
•Anand Ram, fol. 167 (b).

